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SCOTT JONES’ QUEST OF ALL 419
NATIONAL PARKS

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Scott Jones, who last summer
completed a quest to see all 419 units of our
National Park System, an impressive feat. Ap-
parently, this wasn’t enough for Mr. Jones
though, who added all the National Monu-
ments and National Conservation Areas man-
aged by the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management just for good measure.
On August 26, 2019, Mr Jones became the
first person to visit all 478 of the federal pro-
tected lands he calls our nation’s Treasured
Places.

The list includes some of our most iconic
and inspiring landscapes (such as Grand Can-
yon and Yellowstone), and places that serve
to interpret some of our most important histor-
ical lessons (Gettysburg and the Lincoln Me-
morial). Mr. Jones’ travels took him to both the
best of America, and to places that help us re-
member the turbulent and even unsavory his-
tory that is part of our shared national experi-
ence. Mr. Jones is quick to admit that each
trip was an education and his experiences at
many sites were rich opportunities to under-
stand more about himself and about the
United States.

For instance, Mr. Jones spoke to local re-
porters about his moving experience at Tope-
ka’s Brown V. Board of Education National
Historic Site in Topeka, Kansas, which chron-
icles the fight to end school segregation. He
recalled walking down a hallway lined as video
of people yelling racial epithets played around
him—mimicking the experience of Linda
Brown on her walk to school.

From Topeka to 477 other sites, the Treas-
ured Places quest took almost 15 years and
involved a lot of travel. Mr Jones started out
just like anyone would, visiting places close to
his home in Phoenix, Arizona, but he had to
venture a bit further than most, with trips to in-
terior Alaska, the Northern woods, and even
the War in the Pacific National Historical Park
in Guam, his farthest trip at over 6,500 miles.

Mr. Jones’ quest was not just a personal
whim, he used it as an opportunity to inspire
others. Through his blog and social media, he
invited anyone interested to follow his adven-
tures. Each of his quests are designed to en-
courage others to “just get out more” at what-
ever ability and with whatever time each of us
has, whether for just a day trip or an epic ad-
venture. His three slogans: explore eagerly,
travel cheaply, and adventure often.

Many of his trips provide examples of how
achievable and inexpensive it is to visit some
of our nation’s exceptional public lands. He
completed this quest while working full-time for
conservation nonprofits and made a point of
not counting any visits that were made for his
job toward completion of the total goal.

But for Mr Jones, adventuring is a constant
goal and his thirst for adventures is far from
slaked. In 2016, to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the National Park Service, he took
an epic trip to visit 100 parks in 100 days. He
examined every “World Largest Ball of
Twine”—all three of them—while making his
way to every state in the U.S. In the future, he
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plans to climb to the highest point in every
county in Arizona and he plans to visit 50 dif-
ferent countries by the time he turns 50.

A proud graduate of Arizona State Univer-
sity, Mr. Jones is a fanatic supporter of ASU
Sun Devil football. Ever the explorer, even this
interest has become another quest—Mr Jones
has been to 8 of the 12 football stadiums of
the PAC—-12.

Now that his personal Treasured Places
quest is complete, Mr. Jones continues to en-
courage others to undertake their own quests
to visit these places with the help of his
website, treasuredplaces.us.

Mr. Jones is an exemplary person, who
transformed a personal interest in parks and
special places into a quest that he has shared
as an inspiring invitation. His efforts truly do
encourage all of us to make the time and ef-
fort to “get out there more” and enjoy our
country’s many treasured places.
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COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING JOYCE IRENE

MARTRATT ON THE OCCASION
OF HER RETIREMENT

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Joyce Irene Martratt on
her retirement.

Born on August 28, 1939, Joyce is a World
War Il survivor of the Japanese occupation.
After the war, she grew to be fearless and had
a thirst for knowledge, immersing herself into
every learning opportunity she could.

Joyce started her career as an educator,
teaching a first-grade special needs class at
the old Barrigada Elementary School. She
also taught 3rd and 6th grade levels. Years
later, she obtained a temporary job at the An-
dersen Air Force Base at the Civilian Per-
sonnel Office as a clerk typist, and with her
hard work and authenticity, she persistently
thrived. Joyce gained a great deal of experi-
ence over the years as a civilian employee
and worked within the SAC’s 3960th Civil En-
gineering Squadron Material Control Section,
Programs and Planning, Operations and Main-
tenance, and eventually moved to the 3960th
Civil Engineering Squadron’s Commander’s of-
fice, to name a few. In 1974, both needing a
secretary, the Commander, and Vice Com-
mander determined to integrate the position
and personally requested for Joyce to accept
the offer.

On July 18, 2005, she took her final transfer
to the 36th Wing Commander, which is where
the “Ask Joyce” column was developed. The
column was placed in the Andersen Air Force
Base paper, “Pacific Edge” and served as an
informative outlet to learn about Guam’s cul-
ture and society. Due to its immense popu-
larity, the people of Guam still remember the
details of her column to this day.

Joyce served alongside notable leaders,
and amongst the most skilled airmen and civil
servants who recognized her as a distin-
guished woman of character who cared deeply
for our island. | thank Joyce for her many
years of service and wish her the best in a
much-deserved retirement.
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RECOGNIZING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOUTHERN ILLI-
NOIS HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Southern lllinois Healthcare Foun-
dation on its thirty-fifth anniversary.

Southern lllinois Healthcare Foundation, or
simply SIHF as its known in the area, had its
start in 1984 when a group of community lead-
ers recognized the need to attract physicians
to the Metro-East of the St. Louis Metropolitan
area. SIHF opened its first site in Centreville
on January 7, 1985 with a physician, a nurse,
and a director. Today, SIHF serves 1,100-plus
patients each day with open arms and a dedi-
cation to providing compassionate, com-
prehensive and efficient care.

Community collaboration has been the key
to SIHF’s success. SIHF has fostered a dy-
namic approach to caring that includes shared
staff, coordinated services and a joint ap-
proach to community problems. To that end,
SIHF has partnered in collaborative efforts
with dozens of community, civic, govern-
mental, and various health care groups
throughout the region. The single focus of
these linkages has been to improve access,
expand coverage, and provide the most effi-
cient and effective care possible. The effec-
tiveness of these initiatives has had a pro-
found effect on the area.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pleasure |
stand to recognize Southern lllinois Healthcare
Foundation. SIHF has embraced its role of
being a leading provider of health care for thir-
ty-five years, and in that capacity has bene-
fited thousands, a record of service | am
pleased to acknowledge today. And with its
single-minded focus on providing the very best
health care to the area, | can confidently pre-
dict many more years of success for Southern
lllinois Healthcare Foundation.

————————

CYBERSECURITY AND FINANCIAL
SYSTEM RESILIENCE ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
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Monday, January 13, 2020

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, as a
senior member of the Homeland Security
Committee and its Subcommittee on Cyberse-
curity, Infrastructure Protection, and Innova-
tion, | rise in strong support of H.R. 4458, the
“Cybersecurity and Financial System Resil-
ience Act of 2019.”

The bill before us requires the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System to
submit a report to Congress, explaining the
measures taken to strengthen cybersecurity
functions within the Federal Reserve System.

In recent years, cybercrimes across the
world have become increasingly commonplace
and a serious threat to the American people.

In a 2018 Gallup Poll, 71 percent of Ameri-
cans say they frequently or occasionally worry
about being victims to a cybercrime whereas
less than 30 percent of Americans worried
about being victims in a violent crime.
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